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Hope for Senior House Panther Omar

11-year-old Omar came back to Purrfect
Pals at the end of 2021 in need of help.

by Purrfect Pals Staff

House panther Omar was found
11 years ago as a kitten with two
littermates. A good samaritan
rescued the tiny kittens from
under a travel trailer in rural
Snohomish County and brought
them to Purrfect Pals.

After spending several weeks in
foster care, Omar was neutered,
vaccinated, microchipped and
ready to find a family of his own.
He was adopted by a loving fam-
ily in 2011 from our volunteer-

run adoption center at Renton
PetSmart.

In November 2021, Omar’'s fam-
ily reached out to us with a plea
for help. Now a senior cat, Omar's
behavior was suddenly changing
and they were racking up costly
vet bills, but still could not figure
out what exactly was going on
with him. To top it all off, Omar
was lashing out at their younger
male cat.

Omar's person knew that he
would be welcomed back at
Purrfect Pals, because we guaran-
tee that any kitty adopted from us
can be returned to our care. No
matter the reason, no matter how
long it has been.

When Omar arrived back, he had
the strong odor common to unal-
tered tomcats, and was frequently
urinating outside of his litterbox.

Our veterinarian examined him
and did exploratory surgery to de-
termine if he was cryptorchid (had

an undescended testicle) or had
any testicular tissue that could be
causing this problem.

The results of the surgery were
inconclusive; no testicular tissue
was found, so the next step was
to take a sample to be sent out for
testing.

The lab test came back positive,
but it was puzzling, because he
had indeed been successfully neu-
tered in 2011.

A consulting veterinary specialist
(continued on page 5)

Omar is the proverbial “cat’s pajamas” as
he heals up after surgery in a cone and pjs.
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PurrfectPals

Because every cat matters
Through placement and prevention
programs, Purrfect Pals works to end
cat homelessness in the Puget Sound

region - Because every cat matters.

Purrfect Pals

230 McRae Rd. NE
Arlington, WA 98223

Web www.purrfectpals.org

E-mail cats@purrfectpals.org

Phone 360-652-9611

Facebook facebook.com/purrfectpals
Twitter @purrfectpals

Instagram purrfect_pals

Tax Id 94-3127448

**All services by appointment-only**

Purrfect Pals Staff

Kathleen Olson, CAWA, Executive Director
Carol Lamar, CAWA, PHR, Deputy Director
Kelsey Kohlwes, CPB, Finance Director
Lisa Thompson, DVM, Shelter Veterinarian
Susan Bark, Foster Care & Intake Manager
Crystal Chiechi, Outreach Manager
Natasha Fletcher, Cat Care Manager
Sierra Warren, Clinic Manager

Shawnna Jonas, Development Coordinator
Jessica Rockstad, Adoption Coordinator
Ashley Soto, Community Resource Coordinator
Kathy Hodge, Administrative Assistant
Keely Caldwell, Cat Care Specialist
Madeline Fretheim, Vet Assistant

Rachel Greenberg, Cat Care Specialist
Todd Laffoon, Cat Care Specialist

Aurora McCarter, Vet Assistant

Amanda Molstad, Vet Assistant

Ryan Norwick, Cat Care Specialist

Robyn Ralls, Cat Care Specialist

Laura Kasper, DVM, Relief Veterinarian
Mary Zelinka, LVT, Relief Vet Care

Board of Directors

Meg Brunner, President - University of WA
James Petts, Vice President - Oracle
Matthew Calnek, Treasurer - Microsoft
Whitney Whitworth, Secretary - FareStart

Kathy Centala, Founder - United Airlines, Retired

Suzanne Lee - Perch Partners Marketing
Orna Samuelly - Finance Management
Heather Torretta - Community Volunteer
Mary Warsinske - Freeman Company
Toni Zonneveld - Bartell Drugs

Interested in Donatlng an Iltem to our 2022 Black Cat Ball Auction?

The 24th Annual Black Cat Ball Gala Auction and Gourmet Dinner will be held on
October 8, 2022 at the Lynnwood Convention Center

A description of your donation and name will appear in our Black Cat Ball catalog. By donating,
you will join hundreds of supporters and auction attendees who care about animals and the
communities in which they live. Every donation, large or small, makes a tremendous difference!

It's easy to donate. The enclosed flyer on the following pages provides you with all the details
you need. If you prefer to use an electronic donation form, it can be accessed at:
https://purrfectpals.ejoinme.org/itemdonation22

The funds raised from your donation will help Purrfect Pals save the lives of thousands of cats in
the Puget Sound Region! The Black Cat Ball provides more operating funds for Purrfect Pals than
any other fundraiser. Supporters will come together to enjoy a Halloween-themed champagne
reception, gourmet vegetarian or vegan dinner, fine wines and both a silent and a live auction.

Please contact Shawnna Jonas at sjonas@purrfectpals.org or 360-926-8494 if you have an item
to donate or an idea, have questions, or would like to get more involved in this year's auction.
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The 24th Annual

Black Cat Ball

a Gala Auction Supporting Purrfect Pals
Saturday, October 8th, 2022
Lynnwood Convention Center

A remarkable no-kill shelter and sanctuary just for cats,
Purrfect Pals has been providing second chances for
special cats since 1988. Thirty years later, our highest
priority is still taking in the cats and kittens who need
us most... those who other shelters and rescue groups
might not have the resources to help. This includes
older cats, cats with major medical needs, cats with
chronic ilinesses (including FIV and Feline Leukemia)
and those with behavioral challenges. Cats who are
not easily adoptable have a forever home in our
sanctuaries. We also provide assistance for low-income
cat owners including vouchers for free spay and neuter
surgeries and a community pet food bank.

The Black Cat Ball provides more operating funds

for Purrfect Pals than any other fundraiser. Cat-loving
supporters will come together to enjoy a Halloween-
themed champagne reception, gourmet vegetarian or
vegan dinner, fine wines, silent and live auctions.

To learn more about the Black Cat Ball, please

visit https://purrfectpals.ejoinme.org/bcb2022

How to Donate Items
for our 2022 Auction

« Gift certificates or items may be
mailed or delivered, along with your
completed donation form, to:

Purrfect Pals
Attn: Black Cat Ball
230 McRae Road NE
Arlington, WA 98223

* Pickup is possible in the Puget Sound
area when available. Once we receive
the completed donation form, we will
contact you to arrange a day and time.

* We can make a gift certificate

for you! Please be as detailed as
possible on the donation form, noting
expiration dates, restrictions, etc.

* Purrfect Pals is a recognized 501(c)3
charitable organization. Our Tax I.D. is
#94-3127448 and donations may be
tax deductible.

* Your donation will be described in
our online auction catalog if received
by the August 15th catalog deadline.

* To learn more about donating Black
Cat Ball auction items, please call
Shawnna at 360-926-8494 or email
bcb@purrfectpals.org.

’
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DONOR INFO
Name of Donor (as it should appear in auction catalog)
Contact Name (if different)
Physical Address
Mailing Address (if different)

Phone: Email Website

AUCTION ITEM INFO

Name of Item (as it should appear in auction catalog)

Item Description (quantity, size, color, restrictions or other information pertaining to the item being donated):

Estimated Value Expiration Date

Today's Date Who Asked You for This Donation?

DELIVERY OF AUCTION ITEM

[ ] I1tem or Gift Certificate Accompanies this Form [ ] Please Make a Gift Certificate for This Item

[ ] Item Needs to Be Picked Up. Please Contact Me. (11 will Deliver/Ship Item on

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM BY PURRFECT PALS (360) 926-8494
AUGUST 15TH TO GUARANTEE 230 McRae Rd NE bcb@purrfectpals.org
CATALOG LISTING. THANK YOU! Arlington, WA 98223 purrfectpals.org

No benefit was bestowed upon this donor in exchange for this contribution...other than the joy that comes with helping cats!
Purrfect Pals is an exempt organization as described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; EIN #94-3127448.
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(...Hope for Omar continued from page 1)

discovered an adrenal gland
tumor causing the surge in
testosterone, complicated by
Irritable Bowel Disease (IBD), or
possibly small cell ymphoma in
his intestines.

The tumor was in his large vena
cava vein and surgery was the
only cure. The adrenal gland re-
moval with vena cavotomy to take
out the tumor and tumor throm-
bus is a very delicate surgery.

Fortunately, our partners at The
Veterinary Specialty Center have
the best skilled surgeon on staff
and the tumor was removed and,
intestinal biopsies were taken

to confirm whether it was IBD

or lymphoma complicating his
health.

Omar’s stitches have all healed
up. He is also being treated for
skin allergies and food sensitivities
with a prescription diet and medi-
cations.

The biopsy confirmed that it was
indeed small cell lymphoma in his
intestines, so Omar recently saw a
veterinary oncologist.

The oncologist determined the
surgery was successful in remov-
ing most of the tumor and chemo-
therapy is not needed at this time.

Omar will need to be monitored
closely for any symptoms and get
vet check-ups every three months.

Omar has a lot of fans at the shel-
ter rooting him on, including Cat
Care Specialist Robyn Ralls, who
hopes to take him home once he
is medically cleared.

“What makes him so special to me
is he is going through the same
journey as | had to,” Robyn says.
“Multiple surgeries, once because
of a misdiagnosis, and cancer.”

“It's almost like we connected in a
way | can't explain,” Robyn contin-
ues. ‘I see him and | get incredibly
happy, he almost always opens
his mouth and lets out his squeak
before coming to say hello.”

We are grateful to our staff and
volunteers for caring so lovingly
for Omar while he recovers at
the shelter, and to our donors
for their incredible generosity
to our Kitties so that they have
a safe place to heal, each and
every time they need us.

Please consider
sending a generous
donation to Purrfect
Pals today so we can
continue to provide
resources for cats like
Omar who come to
us in need of medical
care and safe haven.

ox-

Cat Care Specialist Robyn Ralls (below) has a special place in her heart for Omar.
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_Furever in our Hearts:
A Tribute to Smudge and Manly

by Crystal Chiechi, Outreach Manager

Though they looked and acted
somewhat similar - thin, grey and
spicy - office kitties Smudge and
Manly came to Purrfect Pals at
different times for different reasons:
Smudge’s lifelong owner passed
away suddenly in 2019 and this
senior kitty found himself in need
of a safe place to call home in his
golden years.

Manly was diagnosed with
hyperthyroidism. Since one of his
owners had health issues of their
own, Manly came to us in 2021
needing medical care.

With my first office kitty Lucy
Precious’ joyous adoption at the
beginning of 2021, Smudge and
Manly were next in line to be
promoted to office kitties. The role
of “office kitty” is typically reserved

for medically fragile cats that are not
thriving in our open sanctuary rooms

with their kitty roommates.

It was constant entertainment and
at times downright hilarity for our
office staff as we got to know and
love these two boys.

Smudge

Though he would never jump into

my lap while | was sitting at my desk,

Smudge loved to distract me from

my work by standing right in my face

to get his daily scritches and neck
nuzzles when the mood struck him.

Sometimes he would fall asleep in
the bed next my keyboard with his
little head and paw on my mouse
hand, digging in the tiniest bit of

claw if he felt me start to pull my
hand away.

Mealtime became a daily battle with
Smudage trying to steal Manly’s wet
food (Smudge was on a special diet
for Chronic Kidney Disease) and
BOTH of them interested in whatever
| was eating for lunch.

Once Smudge nabbed a shrimp from
my seafood enchilada while | was
distracted talking to a volunteer, and
flung it across my desk. Another time
he slapped the spoon right out of my
mouth, spilling my minestrone soup
so he could investigate it closer.

Manly

After his application for radioactive

iodine treatment was denied and
Manly refused to eat the prescription
food for hyperthyroidism, it was
decided the best course of action

for Manly would be to let him eat
whatever he wanted and basically
treat him like the king he knew he
was.

Now, Manly would jump into my
lap for pets, but | was only allowed
to pet him in certain spots and if |
wasn't paying enough attention to
him, he would let me know with a
swipe or a nibble (I have a little scar
on my right hand to prove it).

Though he didn’t always enjoy it,

| brushed him nearly every day |
was in the office and Manly’s many
admirers started remarking how
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much his appearance was improving
since hed first arrived.

Stepbrothers

Soon Manly was also steadily gaining
weight and the laser treatments they
were both getting for arthritis pain
seemed to help relax their stiff necks
and joints, though they were always
very dramatic anytime they saw
someone from the clinic coming to
give them their daily meds.

Their constant bickering while at the
same time being borderline tolerant
of each other earned Smudge and
Manly the nickname “Stepbrothers”.
Having them both as such an
integral part of our office life at
Purrfect Pals meant with all our staff
and volunteers, they had many eyes
watching their daily habits.

Rainbow Bridge

When Smudge started frequenting
the litterbox and vocalizing more
often in early 2022, the clinic was
quickly alerted.

Our new X-ray equipment purchased
with funds raised for Kathy Centala’s
80" Birthday last year enabled our
vet staff to determine that Smudge
had tumors in his bladder that were
inoperable. The only option was to
keep him as comfortable as possible
on hospice care.

Smudge had many good days
following his diagnosis, rolling
around with cat nip toys and being
extra snuggly. Then towards the
end of March, he was acting very
confused and yeowling. He was in
obvious distress and the time had
sadly come for us to help Smudge
cross the rainbow bridge.

Having Manly and all the other
kitties at the shelter that needed us
helped a little to ease the grief we
felt about losing Smudge. It also put
into perspective how precious each
day we have with our pals truly is.

On top of his hyperthyroidism, Manly
was also living with a diaphragmatic
hernia (possibly from being hit by

a car when he was younger) which
sometimes caused him discomfort.
When this happened, Manly tended
to have bouts of nausea for a few
days, then would usually bounce
back quickly with a ravenous
appetite.

At the end of June, Manly refused

to eat his morning meal and by

the afternoon, he was vomiting
uncontrollably. This time, Manly’s
poor little body just could not cope.
With heavy hearts, we eased Manly’s
suffering and he joined his office
buddy Smudge.

The cats that come to Purrfect Pals
need our help for so many different

-

. . ——t MP 5
14-year-old Manly sleeping soundly while snuggling a peep toy.

reasons and for however long they
are here with us, they become our
family and we love them as if they
are our own and will do everything
in our power to help them.

Ultimately, what we wish for each of
our dear kitties is to have a second
chance at finding a forever home.
Sometimes we are the ones to fulfill
that wish and that is a higher calling
we are able to answer, with the

kind support of a community that
continues to believe in us, our kitties
and our mission.

In this case, | was fortunate to be in
just the right place to get adopted

by two darling grey boys whom we
will all cherish furever in our hearts.

Sponsor A Purrfect Pal!

If YOU want to sponsor an
office kitty or resident cat in
one of our sanctuary rooms,

please check out
purrfectpals.org/catsponsorship/
for more info!
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In Honor and In Memory

In Memory of Dooku (left) & Lyra (right) aka. MRF & Ari Kai.

In Honor of Stella’s adoption from Renton
PetSmart.

In Memory of Kathleen Thurmax.

In Memory of Avery.

In Memory of Betty White.

In Memory of George (formerly Onix -
adopted April 2015)

In Memory of Keeley.

In Honor of Tera Schreiber.

In Memory of Fwooper, the tabby polydactyl

from the Critter Room.

In Memory of Isabella Binne.

In Honor of Melvin’s 16th Birthday, and two-
year adoptaversary.

In Memory of JoAnn Taricani.

In Memory of Rainbow.

In Memory of Frankie.

In Memory of Bobby & Sylvester.

In Honor of Karen Fineide.

In Honor of Kathy Centala.

In Memory of ‘Shane’ Sweeney who passed
due to kidney failure. He was a sweet loving
‘Pain-in-the-Neck' boy.

In Memory of Fatso, a female rescue kitty
cat, whose age was unknown at the time of
her passing. She was well love and is greatly
missed by Larry P.

In Memory of Pete Torretta.

In Memory of my beautiful, 18-year-old
Tuxedo grandkitty, “Simba”; loved and missed.

In Honor of Judy Hill on her birthday to thank
her for sharing her kitties with me. I'm sure
Fiona will have a very special birthday gift for

you!

In Memory of Michael Cullers and his beloved

cat Puffin (an orange cat).

In Memory of our son, Rob.

In Memory of Miss Vonny.

In Honor of Jeff Liang.

In Memory of my friend Jolene’s adopted cat,
Charlie. She and her husband graciously gave
Charlie a loving home when Charlie’s owner
was diagnosed with Dementia. Charlie shared
his unconditional love to his new family for six

Purrfect months.

In Memory of Douglas who brought great
love and joy to his family.

In Memory of Doris Cozine.

In Memory of my precious little cat, Tink.

In Honor of our boys, Max Thomas & Chester
Roland.

In Memory of Snickers. He was a beautiful cat
with a loving personality. We will all miss him.

In Loving Memory of my brother, Paul
Richards.

In Memory of Michele Olson.

In Memory of Dooku & Lyra aka. MRF & Ari
Kai.

In Honor of my sister & brother-in-law who

lived in Snohomish, who are great cat lovers.

In Memory of Ancho.

In Honor of Lulu.

In Honor of Pamela Hanson.

In Memory of Mal.

In Memory of Trixi & Penelope.

In Memory of Sox, Bubba Joe, Vinnie and
Krystal.
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In Honor of Elaine Davenport.

In Honor of LaVonne Schott. Happy Mother's
Day Mom! Love, your daughter xoxo.

In Memory of Mama Kitty.

In Memory of my cats Macduff & Rafa.

In Honor of Ellen Levesque.

In Honor of Linda Fraser. Happy Mother's
Day! Love, Jodi & Ellie.

In Honor of Cliff and Annette's Wedding.

In Memory of Ariel.

In Honor of kitties Alice & Audrey.

In Memory of Beatles.

In Memory of Pundri.

In Honor of Nugget.

In Memory of Mr. Kitty.

In Memory of Sydney Hellcat.

In Memory of Theodore & Eleanor Purrsevelt.

In Memory of Juliane.

In Memory of Inigo/Chance.

In Honor of Dree.

In Memory of Romeo & Jake.

In Memory of Kumiko Kurosaka.

In Memory of Karma the little princess.

In Honor and In Memory

In Memory of Toby.

In Memory of Mac & Toothless.

In Memory of The Girls.

In Memory of Deebs.

In Memory of Barbara Swartzfager.

In Memory of Lydia & Indy.

In Memory of Loralyn Libertini.

In Memory of Ruena.

In Memory of your much beloved kitty, Andy.
In Honor of Dona Bubelis.

In Honor of Linda. Happy Birthday Mom!

In Honor of Judy Sasges. Judy, thank you for
letting us honor you with a donation to a
worthy cause.

In Honor of Judy Sasges. In honor of your
hard work and dedication to Sno-lIsle Libraries
for more than 28 years. With love and fond
memories from the HR Team.

In Honor of Judy Sasges. Judy, we cannot say
enough about your contributions to libraries.
Be sure to stay in touch, we want to hear
about all your travels and movie reviews!

In Memory of Fancy.

In Memory of Sara Milles.

In Memory of Boo the Cat.

In Memory of Dr. & Mrs. Clinton Wolfe
Stallard Jr.

In Memory of Lupin.

In Memory of Tika.

In Memory of my cat Heidi.

In Memory of Winston & Ramsey.

In Memory of our sweet boy, Jasper, &
beautiful girl, Lucky.

In Memory of Nana & Bunny.

In Memory of Nana.

In Memory of Anthony R. Libertini.

In Memory of Chuck Symens.

In Memory of Sharon L. Long.

In Memory of Debbee Adams.

In Honor of FDJ. John Bartlett, you and the
Critter Room have made such a positive
influence in this world! Blessings Ginger (since
tunes).

In Memory of Jean Watson.

In Memory of Scarlett.

In Honor of Judy Sasges. Here's to celebrating
Judy and kitty lovers everywhere! Thank you
for your contributions in so many areas.

In Memory of Baby.

In Memory of Jim Garrett.

In Honor of Meg and Jim Brunner.

In Honor of Allison Quinn.
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by Magen Nelson, Foster Meowmy

My family and | have been
fostering with Purrfect Pals for
the past 10 years. My children
get excited when we bring
home each batch of foster
kittens. We all participate in the
care of the kittens.

The children enjoy socializing
and playing with them. They
also help in the feeding and
cleaning up after them. This
has been a fun way to teach
them responsibility.

The kids usually each pick a

A Tail of Two Sams

kitten they call “their” kitten
that they will dote on. When
we have to say goodbye to the
kittens, it tends to be hard for
them.

We remind the children that we
foster so they can have a good
beginning, and when we give
them back to be adopted, we
are then able to foster another
batch.

We have made a rule that
we cannot ask to keep the
fosters, which has helped

D

Purrfect Pals foster kitty Sam is the “cat version” of Magen's 12-year-old son Sam, who also has green eyes and heart issues.

decrease begging to keep their
favorites. There is always a
favorite, because kittens are so
adorable!

As | was bringing in our foster
kittens to be fixed, | saw a
beautiful green-eyed grey cat. |
went to pet him, and he was so
affectionate.

| asked Susan what this cat's
story was. She said the cat
had some heart issues and his
name was Sam. | immediately
knew we needed to foster this
cat.
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My 12-year-old son, Sam has
green eyes and has heart
issues. | could not believe we
just met the cat version of our
son! I went home and told

my family. Everyone was so
excited. When we went to pick
up the foster kittens after their
procedures, we also picked up
Sam the cat.

Sam the cat lived in “Sam the
human's” room so he could
acclimate to our animals and
our house. Having the same
name, same color eyes and
both having heart issues,

Sam the cat and my son Sam
seemed to have connected in a

special way.

| have witnessed my son tap on
his chest and say, “give me a
hug” and Sam the cat reaches
his paws up and hugs Sam.
Sam the cat now has access to
the whole house and interacts

Yes! IWantto I-I_eIE Purrfect Pals End Cat Homelessness!

Name

with the resident cats, dog,
tortoise and rabbit as well as
the rest of the family.

Although his heart issues
cause him to limit his play to
shorter periods of time, it does
not stop him from loving on
and playing with our family,
including all the animals.

If you are thinking of fostering,
Purrfect Pals has been such

a wonderful agency to work
with. They are attentive to your
needs and the kittens’ needs.
They provide for the kittens
and are available to answer any
guestions you may have.

If you have a safe place for
the kittens to be and want to
snuggle some adorable furry
kittens, | encourage you to call
Purrfect Pals and connect with
Susan Bark.

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

“Human Sam” and 9 month old “Cat
Sam” share a special bond.

Become a Foster Parent!

We're looking for Foster Families
to provide short and long-term
in-home care for cats with special
medical or behavioral needs. Contact
Foster and Intake Manager Susan
Bark at fostercare@purrfectpals.org
or (360) 926-8462 to learn more!

You can mail your gift to:

Purrfect Pals, 230 McRae Road NE, Arlington, WA 98223

Prefer to donate online? Please visit www.purrfectpals.org/give

Here is my tax-deductible charitable gift of:

E-Mail

|| My Check is Enclosed

Credit Card #

|| $50 (can provide KMR milk replacement formula for a litter of kittens)

|1 8100 (can provide for ten days of care for a sanctuary kitty)

|| Charge My Credit Card:

] $250 (can provide a dental cleaning and extractions for an older cat)

CVV#

Exp. Date:

Billing Zip Code:

1 $500 (can help us spay/neuter two litters of kittens and their moms)
(] Other Amount: $
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TS DRI DAY S HEERSORENAIOUSE

Please join us for Purrfect Pals
Founder Kathy Centala's
Birthday Open House:
Sunday, September 11, 2022
10am-2pm
230 McRae Rd NE,
Arlington WA 98223

Refreshments in the gazebo!
RSVP to: director@purrfectpals.org






