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Play with the Cats in FIV Land!
Be sure to check the new Petcube cam in 

our FIV Land Sanctuary!  Download the 
Petcube mobile app for Apple or Android 

at https://petcube.com/mobile-app 
and search for PurrfectPals. You can even 

entertain the kitties virtually with the 
camera’s built-in laser pointer!

Join our 2019 Black Cat Ball Gala 
Auction Planning Committee!

Can’t wait until October 26th for the party 
to begin?  You don’t have to!  We’re already 

hard at work planning our 22nd Annual 
Black Cat Ball Gala and would love your 

help!  Our Event Planning Committee works 
together to procure items and experiences 
for our live and silent auctions, solicit event 
sponsors, coordinate the theme, menu and 

decor, promote the event with print and 
digital marketing and more! Email us at 

bcb@purrfectpals.org to learn more about 
joining the committee and other ways to 

get involved with the Black Cat Ball! 

We’re Changing the Lives of Special 
Cats and Special People with our 
Innovative Furever Home Program
At Purrfect Pals we believe that every 
cat, including those with special needs, 
matters and deserves a loving home. 
We believe that every cat is adoptable; 
some just need more time than others to 
find the right match. Our ultimate goal 
is to place them with adopters or long 
term foster families, but these cats have 
a loving home in our Arlington sanctuary 
for as long as they need us. The Purrfect 
Pals Sanctuary is currently home to 140+ 

of these special cats.

For some cats, though, living at the 
sanctuary isn’t ideal. Some would thrive 
in a home but have chronic medical 
conditions that might be intimidating for 
potential adopters. Others are in hospice 
care and would be happiest spending 
their last days in a home. Thinking outside 
of the box, we created our Furever Home 

(continued on Page 5)

Smartie, an older cat with kidney disease, was recently placed in a Furever Home with John.
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Through placement and prevention 
programs, Purrfect Pals works to end 

cat homelessness in the Puget Sound 
region - Because every cat matters.

Purrfect Pals
230 McRae Rd. NE
Arlington, WA  98223

web  www.purrfectpals.org
e-mail  cats@purrfectpals.org
phone  360-652-9611
facebook  facebook.com/purrfectpals
twitter  @purrfectpals
instagram  purrfect_pals
shelter hours 11-4, Monday-Saturday
tax id  94-3127448

Thank you to Twin Critters for their very 
generous donations of wool cat cave beds 
and toys. The cats love them (especially the 
dragon, hippo and orca beds)!

Thank you to the wonderful Purrfect 
Pals Volunteers at our Arlington 
sanctuary and our offsite adoption centers 
who braved the snow and ice during 
“Snowmageddon” and made sure our cats 
were well cared for!

Thank you to our Generous Sponsors 
who give recurring monthly donations to 
support the special needs cats who live in 
our sanctuary and the Purrfect Pals foster 
care program! 

Thank you to Alex the Cat Groomer for 
donating his time to provide spa days for 
Purrfect Pals cats!

Thank you to each and every one of you 
who answered our plea when we asked 
for donations of Pro Plan cat food! 
In just over 24 hours, you ordered over 
$20,000 worth of food and supplies from 
our Amazon Smile Wish List including 585 
bags of dry food, 400 cans of wet food and 
230 bags of litter! We did not receive your 
contact information from Amazon so we 
can’t thank you individually, unfortunately. 
From all of us at Purrfect Pals, thank you, 
thank you, THANK YOU for your kindness 
and generosity. We couldn’t save these 
special cats and kittens without you!

Thank you to Ian Halbgewachs, who 
was assigned to do a community service 
project to receive his black belt at Alpha 
Martial Arts, and choose to collect 
donations for Purrfect Pals.

-Kathy Centala

Purrfect Pals Staff

Jeanne Lind
James Petts
Kathy Centala 
Meg Brunner 
Matthew Calnek
Tracey Frankcom

Suzanne Lee
Hilary Seling
Whitney Whitworth
Nancy Xia
Toni Zonneveld

Board of Directors

Natalia Anderson
Courtney Crim
Rachel Greenberg
Angelina Monary
Courtney O’Neil
Jessica Rockstad
Koda Rossiter

Kelsey Salsgiver
Peter Terhune
Dr. Lisa Thompson
Molly Vickery
Sierra Wharen
Tom Wells
Lanie Zimmerman, LVT

Management and Administration 

Kathleen Olson, CAWA, Executive Director
Connie Gabelein, Community Engagement Director
Carol Lamar, Operations Director
Kelsey Kohlwes, CPB, Finance Director
Elizabeth Asher, Adoption Manager
Susan Bark, Foster Care & Intake Manager
Hailey Martin, Clinic Manager
Brandy Unruh, Cat Care Manager
Debei Massingale, Community Resource Coordinator 
Shawnna Jonas, Community Engagement Coordinator
Brittany Alley, Medical Records Coordinator
Jessica Rockstad, Adoption Coordinator

Veterinary Clinic and Cat Care Staff

Special Thanks to our Friends...
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Blue: A Second Chance Story

As a member of the Board of Directors at 
Purrfect Pals for the last 6 years, I’ve heard 
my fair share of great “second chances” 
stories. It wasn’t until last year, though, 
that I finally got one of my own.
 
That story actually begins about three 
years ago with a foster kitten named BJ. 
BJ was born at our house — we were 
fostering her mom through Purrfect 
Pals — and when she was about 8 weeks 
old, we learned she had a serious heart 
condition. With such an uncertain future, 
we found we just couldn’t let her go, so 
we adopted her ourselves.
 
In the time BJ was in our lives, she filled 
every single day with joy. This remarkable 
kitten taught us so much about joy, in fact. 
And not just us, but also our 4-year-old cat 
Otis, who adored BJ and was inseparable 
from her.
 
When we lost her, a year ago last October, 
at just 20 months old and very suddenly, 
all that joy just disappeared. It was 
sucked out of us in an instant. This was 
compounded dramatically by the fact we 
lost our 16-year-old niece just two months 

Five different staff and volunteers, hearing 
I was there to foster Blue, came to talk to 
me about him, eager to tell me everything 
they knew — every act of aggression 
they’d seen and what they thought might 
have triggered it, his favorite kind of toys, 
how sweet he was and how much he 
seemed to love people and other cats, 
even when he was lashing out at them. 
They wanted Blue to succeed SO BADLY. 
And that’s when I knew I had a very 
special boy on my hands.
 
Blue got to our house, took about 24 
hours to adjust, and that was it. Outside 
of a few anxious hisses and swats at my 
husband that first day, he has never shown 
another trace of aggressive behavior. In 
fact, he’s the opposite of aggressive — he’s 
the snuggliest, sweetest, most loving and 
outgoing cat I have ever met in my life. 

And people, I have met a lot of cats.
 
It took Otis a week or two to warm up 
to Blue, but the first time I caught them 
racing through the house happily playing 

later. For the next several 
months, all of us, including 
Otis, really struggled. Our 
grief was overwhelming.

One day last March, I was up 
at Purrfect Pals and Connie 
Gabelein, our Director of 
Community Engagement, 
asked me how Otis was 
doing. I told her he was 
still having a really hard 
time without a buddy, and 
she said, “You know what? 
I’ve got a cat I want you 
to meet. He bit one of our 
staff members very severely, 
so he’s had to be isolated 
from visitors and volunteers, 
which is making him even 
more aggressive. I think 
you’ll like him!”
 
My immediate reaction 

Guest Post by Meg Brunner, Secretary, Purrfect Pals Board of Directors

(continued on next page)

Blue at the home of his former foster parents, Meg and Jim.

BJ, who left a hole in the hearts of Meg, Jim 
and Otis when she passed away suddenly.

to this? “Gee, thanks, that sounds . . . 
terrible?”  But I followed Connie to Blue’s 
room anyway. When I walked in, he came 
bounding right up to me, not to attack, 
but to tell me a story — Blue’s a big talker. 
I picked up a toy and he went absolutely 
bonkers with happiness. 
And so did I. 

And something passed between us right 
then. A little spark. A flash of light.
 
Connie asked if we’d be interested in 
fostering Blue, but to be honest, I was still 
hesitant — did I really want to take on 
a cat with a serious behavioral problem 
when we were already having such a hard 
time? I decided to take a little while with 
the decision, but quickly found I couldn’t 
stop thinking about this lonely boy, 
fighting his way through his hard time the 
only way he knew how — with his teeth 
and his claws. And so I agreed to give it a 
try.
 
I went up to the shelter the next weekend 
to pick him up, and within minutes of my 
arrival, I could tell this was no ordinary cat. 
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me on the bookshelf by the front door, 
sparring over who gets to headbutt me 
first. And Otis will win, because Otis always 
wins, and Blue will almost fall off the 
shelves trying to get to me for his turn, 
he’ll be so excited to be a part of it all. 

And this will make me laugh.

And there will be so much joy.
 
Change a cat’s life, change your life.
 
And that’s the story of Blue’s second 
chance. And of ours too.

their version of tag, this enormous weight 
of grief all tangled up with worry just 
came rocketing off my shoulders. Otis 
was playing. Otis was happy. We were all 
happy.
 
We adopted Blue on April 21, 2018, and 
in just the short time he’s been with our 
family, he has brought joy back into our 
lives. He’s changed all of us so much, and 
we’re grateful for him every day.
 
Now, the part of this story I want to really 
drive home is this: at any other shelter 
besides Purrfect Pals, Blue likely would 
have been euthanized after that severe 
bite. He would have been considered 
dangerous and unadoptable and 
euthanized for that, or he would’ve been 
euthanized for quality of life issues after 
he had to be isolated and the loneliness 
made his anxiety and aggression worse. 
He would’ve been deemed beyond help.
 
But we don’t believe in “beyond help” 
at Purrfect Pals. The staff at Purrfect Pals 

fought hard for Blue, just like 
they do for every cat who 
comes through our doors. 
They saw something in 
him. They worked tirelessly 
to understand and try to 
help him. They saw that his 
behavior was coming out of 
stress and fear and loneliness, 
and they believed he could 
overcome it. They knew that 
with the right family, he would 
thrive. And he is thriving.

Anywhere other than Purrfect 
Pals, and the world would 
have lost this great big bright 
light of a boy. We would have 
lost him. Instead, he’s curled 
up at the top of a cat tree in 
my living room right now, his 
buddy Otis at the top of the 
one next to him, both of them 
poking their heads through 
the curtains, watching the 
neighborhood go by. And 
when I get home from work, 
they’ll both be waiting for 

Purrfect Pals believes that every cat, including those special medical or behavioral needs, 
matters, is adoptable and deserves a second chance. We’re so incredibly grateful for adopters 

like Meg and Jim, who share that belief and open their hearts and home to cats like Blue.

Meg saw past Blue’s history of biting and gave him the 
second chance he so desperately needed.

(BLUE, continued from previous page)

Become a Foster Parent!
Are you interested in opening 

YOUR heart and home to a special 
cat like Blue? We’re looking for 

Foster Families to provide short 
and long-term in-home care 

for cats with special medical or 
behavioral needs. Contact Susan 

at fostercare@purrfectpals.org or 
(360) 926-8462 to learn more!



whatever Lady needed for the rest of her 
life.
 
Lady is just one of the 29 special needs 
cats that found new homes in January!  
Thanks to donors like you, we have been 
able to match some of these pets though 
the Furever Home Program with people 
who might otherwise not have been able 
to provide the resources needed.
 
Debra tells us that Lady now uses her litter 
box regularly and loves sleeping on the 
bed with her. It seems Lady, and Debra, 
have found their new best friends!

Purrfect Pals provides more than just 
veterinary care, medication, food and 
litter for the cats in the Furever Home 
program. Our team also offers educational 
opportunities and emotional support 
to help foster families cope with any 
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(FUREVER HOMES, continued from page 1)

Program for lifelong foster cats.

Furever Home cats are placed in loving, 
lifelong foster homes but Purrfect Pals 
remains their legal owner and continues 
to provide them with regular veterinary 
care at our clinic, all medications, special 
prescription food and supplies. 

The Furever Home program currently 
supports about 200 foster cats with special 
needs including thirteen-year-old Lady.

Lady came to Purrfect Pals in 2017 along 
with her sister and very best friend, Leia. 
Lady and Leia were closely bonded, 
lifetime partners, and had been waiting 
together for a new home. Unfortunately, 
Lei was gravely ill. She had a stroke and 
passed away several months ago. Lady 
was having a really tough time adjusting, 
first with losing her lifetime home and 
then losing her very best friend. 
 
Lady, already a shy girl, fell apart, 
becoming severely anxious and skittish, 
unable to tolerate any other cats, and she 
quit using her litter box all together. 

Kathy Centala, our founder, shares her 
studio apartment onsite with the hospice 
kitties. But lately, even her bathroom has 
been occupied.  Lady was transferred to 
Kathy’s room for a little extra TLC. Having 
her own secure space – even if it was the 
bathroom – really helped. She was given 
five litter pans with different products, and 
through trial and error, we discovered that 
she liked non-clumping litter in a shallow 
pan. She was ready for a quiet home with 
no other pets. 
 
Debra came to Purrfect Pals looking for 
a mature special needs kitty.  When she 
met Lady, it was clear that they loved 
each other at first sight and that she 
understood how to handle a kitty with 
severe anxiety. You see, Debra told us that 
she is a veteran who suffers from PTSD. 
She knew she wanted a cat, but was 
overwhelmed by the prospect of getting 
all of the supplies purchased before taking 
Lady home. She was ecstatic when we 
told her about our Furever Home Program. 
We were able to send her home with 
Lady’s favorite litter and box, special diet 
food, blankets, cat tree and toys. And a 
promise that we would be here to supply 

Kathy Centala, the Founder of Purrfect Pals, sends Lady home with her new Mom. The 
Furever Home foster care program allows Purrfect Pals to place cats with special needs in 
lifelong homes but still continue to provide veterinary care, medication, food and supplies.

challenge that come up throughout the 
lifetimes of their companions.

John recently came to Purrfect Pals 
looking for a mellow vintage buddy for his 
cat, Carlos. He was specifically looking for 
someone who could eat prescription renal 
support food because since that is what 
Carlo needs for his kidney disease. We 
had the purrfect candidate! Twelve-year-
old Smartie has also has kidney disease 
and eats the same special food. John fell 
in love with him couldn’t wait to take 
him home and introduce him to Carlos. 
We hope these three will have many 
wonderful years together and will be there 
to support John along the way.

Ginger Emerald Queen is a sweet 
older kitty who has FIV (feline 
immunodeficiency virus). Ginger is NOT a 

(continued on Page 11)



of enrolling your cats in the Guardian 
Angel Program. We will provide verbiage 
for you to add to your will or trust 
documents and instructions you can 
leave for the executor of your estate.  

We will ask you to complete our 
Guardian Angel Enrollment Form, 
providing us with as much information 
as possible about your cat. We 
want to know about their food and 
litter preferences, likes and dislikes, 
favorite toys and activities, habits and 
special needs. We will also need your 
veterinarian’s contact information and 
permission for them to release your cat’s 
medical records to Purrfect Pals after 
we take ownership. We recommend 
updating the form yearly, especially if 
any significant changes occur.

Enroll Now or Learn More

We would love to tell you more about 
the Guardian Angel Program and help 
you make a plan for your kitties. Please 
contact our Director of Community 
Engagement, Connie Gabelein, at (360) 
926-8447 or give@purrfectpals.org. 

PURRthe
-6-

It’s easy to put off estate planning, 
especially since no one likes to think 
about the reasons for it. 

An important, but often overlooked, 
piece of estate planning is making 
arrangements for your furry family 
members to be cared for after you are 
no longer able to do so. A little planning 
can provide some peace of mind—
knowing that whatever happens to you, 
your cats will be just fine.

Purrfect Pals is happy to be here as 
a lifeline for you and your cats. If you 
would like to make arrangements for 
your cats to come live with us, should 
they outlive you, please let us know. 
Enrolling your kitties in our no-strings-
attached Guardian Angel Program will 
ensure they have a lifelong, loving home 
should the need arise.

How Does the Purrfect Pals Guardian 
Angel Program Work?

When your cat is enrolled in the 
Guardian Angel Program, Purrfect Pals 
will take ownership of him/her in the 
event of your death or incapacitation.

When he/she first arrives at our 
Arlington facility, we will focus on 
making their transition as comfortable 
as possible. They will likely still be 
grieving and scared to be in a new and 
unfamiliar place with people they don’t 
know. We will set them up in a quiet 
and comfortable room, ensure they are 
eating well and provide the medical care 
and affection they will need in order to 
minimize stress and keep them from 
getting sick while they are settling in. If 
you have more than one kitty coming to 
live with us, we will house them together 
so they can be more comfortable (or 
separately if you tell us that would be 
best).

Purrfect Pals will determine whether it is 
in your cat’s best interest to be rehomed 
via our adoption program or to live with 
us permanently in either our Arlington 
sanctuary or a trusted foster home. 
This decision will be made based on our 

Planning for the Unexpected: Who Would 
Care For Your Cats if You No Longer Could?

staff’s observations, the information you 
provide on your enrollment paperwork 
and our veterinarian’s medical expertise. 

While your cat is under the care of 
Purrfect Pals, any and all medical 
decisions (including end-of-life care 
when the time comes) will be made 
based on his/her quality of life. 
The financial cost of care is never a 
determining factor in our veterinarian’s 
medical treatment plans.

Likewise, the quality of care that your cat 
will receive is in no way contingent upon 
whether or not you give a legacy gift to 
Purrfect Pals. We hope you will continue 
to support our organization throughout 
your lifetime and that you will remember 
us when designating any charitable gifts 
in your estate planning. You are not, 
however, required to make a financial 
contribution before enrolling your cat in 
our Guardian Angel Program.

What Do We Need From You?

When you’re ready, our team will 
help guide you through the process 

Guardian Angel Program

Enrolling your cats in the no-strings-attached Purrfect Pals Guardian Angel Program will 
ensure they have a lifelong, loving home should the need arise.
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In Honor and In Memory
In Memory of Cali.

-Cindy Torkelson

In Memory of Darlene Brueggman of Mukilteo.
-Art Smith

In Honor of Pam & Tim Highfill.
-Frank & Lorraine Zachary

In Memory of Stinky and Luna.
-Andrea Gay

In Honor of Streams.
-Mark Hirst

In Honor of Aggie.
-Miranda Gonzalez

In Memory of Roxy Schaengold.
-Lynne Kunitz

In Honor of Marla Peele, Happy Birthday!
-Don, Reva, & Mahlon.

In Memory of Hero, who was a treasure. 
-Angela Wertman

In Honor of Susan Jones Davis; I am happy to 
help out in your name.

-Douglas Crichton

In Honor of Carolyn Mawbey. Merry Christmas 
from one cat lover to another.

-Sally Mussetter

In Honor of Spencer & Kait.
-Alan Waite

In Honor of Susan Bark, who I am so lucky to 
work with! You are the greatest Manager ever!

-Karen Stone

In Honor of Janet Bircher. I am so glad we are 
on the same team. Working with you is the 
best experience ever, Merry Christmas.

-Karen Stone

In Memory of Kelly Roehl who was a kind, 
caring person who loved cats. He was taken 
too soon.

-Jo Ann Syron

In Honor of Linda Boyd, Merry Christmas.
-DN Scarborough

In Honor of Kit Brandt. Give your cats some 
love from me.

-Al Brandt

In Honor of Richard Minnium.
-Matthew Minnium

In Honor of Ryan. Happy Birthday, this was 
one of the gifts I could think to get you that 
you wouldn’t roll your eyes at.

-Alyssa Biggs

In Honor of Katie and Elliot Burkhalter, Merry 
Christmas.

-Katherine Pollock

In Honor of Erika and Alton Burkhalter. Merry 
Christmas to you and all your kids.

-Katherine Pollock

In Memory of Kevin Sims.
-Diana Root

In Honor of Tim Onders, Laura Wilbur, and 
Sophie Onders.

-Stacy Tollie

In Memory of Sushi, Weasel, and Leopold.
-Michaela Ritter

In Honor of Sonja Gill-More, Merry Christmas. 
I love you.

-Dorothy Sjaastad

In Honor of Spocky, Misty, and Pixel.
-Sunil Narumalani

In Honor of Susan Schrier. Merry Christmas to 
you and the rest of the Jane Maries still at the 
shelter.

-Jane Schrier

In Honor of Jeanna Vogt. Merry Christmas!
-Colin Burnett

In Honor of Marla Peele in recognition of your 
generosity.

-Mahlon Hamilton

In Memory of Birdie.
-Kelsey Kohlwes

In Honor of Jeannie Nordstrom and all the 
volunteers. Thanks for the fantastic work 
helping the kitties.

-Marcia & Kurt Hanson

In Memory of Jerry Ferrier.
-Johanna Wiseman

In Honor of Michelle Kelly.
-Kristen & Oldrich Cejka

In Memory of Colonel Mustard.
-Sandra Lady

In Honor of Fay Payton. After helping with 
Snowball these last few years, I appreciate 
your love and care for animals. I choose 
Purrfect Pals because they are local and have 
high ratings.

-Pat Richmond

In Memory of Kathleen Brunson.
-Willie K. Jinka

In Honor of the catering staff at the Tulalip 
Resort.

-James Hillman

In Memory of my beloved Scout T. Braverman.
-Judi Sorensen

In Honor of Christine Nelson.
-Karen Austin

In Honor of Advanced Care Animal Clinic.
-James Adensam

In Honor of Karen Fineide’s birthday!
-Lois Beal

Colonel
Mustard

BirdieBirdie
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In Honor and In Memory

Nicoloff. Happy New Year!
-Charles Nicoloff

In Honor of Fred Brandt.
-Kit Brandt

In Honor of Clarissa Cole. Thank you for being 
so caring and loving.

-Ethel Ann Greyerbiehl

In Honor of Gael Day. Happy Birthday, I hope 
you have a great day and a wonderful year.

-Debra Plotkin

In Honor of my cat, George.
-Susan Lambert

In Honor of Debbie Plotkin’s birthday.
-Gael Day

In Honor of my Buddy.
-Anna Travelstead

In Memory of Razzie.
-Marilyn Strickland

In Memory of Little One, Milana, and Deborah 
Evans.

-Art Rosengren

In Memory of Jean Home.
-Lorrie & Lindy Lippert

In Memory of Priscilla.
-Lorrie & Lindy Lippert

In Memory of Arno.
-Lorrie & Lindy Lippert

In Memory of Ollie, Oreo, Noelani, Princess, 
and Christine.

-Lorrie & Lindy Lippert

In Memory of Goro, a beloved friend of David 
Barker. In the words of Charles Dickens “What 
greater gift than the love of a cat?”

-Susan Mars

In Memory of Heather Kerns cat, Pekoe. 
-Tana Mason

In Memory of Julie Cole – Past Purrfect Pals 
“Santa”.

-Jeanne Miele

In Honor of B.B.
-Robert Reams

In Memory of Gustav.
-Nina Hybertsen

In Honor of Wanjai.
-Mark Hughes

In Memory of Sam, Jade, Missy, and Felix.
-Helen Palmer

In Memory of Bella and in honor of her 
wonderful guardians, Phil and Laura Cooper.

-Janet Bircher

In Memory of Ella.
-Jonathan Trost

In Memory of Greta. Adopted from Purrfect 
Pals in March 2001 where she was described 
as “feisty,” Greta was particularly quick 
with her claws during the first year of 
trust-building.  Greta went on to become a 
wonderful, affectionate companion to me 
for 16 years!!!  She travelled on three cross-
country trips when I moved for work and then 
retirement.  In later years, she talked a lot in 
a raspy voice and her favorite hangout was a 
heated circular cat bed dubbed “the old kitty 
lady hot tub.”  She never lost the quickness 
with her claws but at 17 years old (and 5 
months before she passed on) she surprised 
me by deciding it was finally time to become 
a lap cat.

-Sheri Ann Fisher

In Honor of Foster Dad John and the magic 
you perform for your fosters. 

-Kristen Rinaker, Linda Mull,
Shari Piehl, Vidchemy 

In Memory of Calvin.
-Christy Smead

In Honor of Dustie.
-Danielle LeSure

In Memory of Nancy Epps.
-Anne Monks

In Honor of Denise Trautmann’s birthday and 
retirement.

-Brent & Zoe Noble
Joyce Minehan-Stewart

Ollie

Greta

In Memory of Pamela.
-Francine Henderson

In Memory of Gunnar Hybertsen.
-Nina Hybertsen

In Memory of Frank and Lucy.
-Frank & Patricia Shaughnessy

In Memory of Diane Renk.
-Duyen Bui

In Memory of Sweetie and Meenie.
-Niko & Ramona Okamoto

In Memory of Christy Wujick.
-Katherine Morris

In Honor of Christine Hollmann 
Guarino Jones.

-Gwyneth Jones

In Honor of Sheryl Barbour. Thank 
you so much for being such a loving 
and compassionate person. You and 
Marc’s friendship means the world 
to us.

-Ursula Williams

In Honor of Robert and Martha 
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In Memory of Sunshine Wardell.
-Kristin Nelson

In Memory of Panther.
-Deb Knetzger

In Memory of Sachel.
-Beth Schlansky

In Honor of Sadie and Wendell.
-Lisa Barclay

In Honor of the Ghostie’s 5th birthday!
-Della Hoke

In Memory of Jackie Leinbach.
-Cathy Stotler

In Memory of Wheezie the Cat.
-Maureen Duffy

In Memory of Bodacious, the Irish Cat 
Shepherd.

-Elizabeth Pelmore

In Memory of Buddy and Sissy.
-Carol Roe

In Memory of Hailey and Phoebe.
-Amy White

In Honor of Foster Dad John! Happy 10th 
Anniversary. We are always inspired by the 
massive difference you have made to so many 
wonderful beings, not only by your own work 
on your fosters, but on each one of us.

-June Currie, Barbara Castrataro

In Memory of Jeff Branch.
-Valerie Branch, Stanley Delles

In Honor of Jessica.
-Sven Freitag

In Memory of Rocky, Danny, and Boomerang.
-Linda Corchia

In Memory of Icey.
-Cindy Thompson

In Memory of Michi Cat.
-Tahirih Staples

In Memory of Wayne Hom.
-Gayle Janzen

In Memory of Punkin Kitty. Gone to soon but 
playing over the Rainbow bridge, chasing 
ferrets.

-Maris Burton

In Memory of Eliza.
-Alyssa Hoke

In Honor of all the great foster parents.
-Karen Meicht

In Memory of Fluffy Wiggins.
-Kerri Wiggins

In Memory of Ambrose, Charlene and Tim’s 
beloved cat.

-James Petts & Marian LaBeck

Purrfect Endings
Purrfect Pals, we are so thankful to have 
Sitka in our life. She makes our home 
so much happier and interesting. She is 
always there to greet us when we come 
home from work, she has to lie on her back 
and stretch waiting for her belly rub. She 
loves to play with her toys; her favorite is 
a homemade stick with a sock tied to the 
end. She is definitely a window sitter, she 
will watch the birds, squirrels, and other 
neighborhood cats all day. In the Summer 
she likes to go outside and dig in the dirt. 
We think she thinks it’s her new GIANT 
litter box. In the Winter, she likes nothing 
better than to sit on our lap with a fire 
burning and a movie. Her favorite game 
is hide and jump; she will run ahead and 
hide behind a chair or piece of furniture 
and when you walk by her, she likes to 
jump out and scare you. She is so happy 
when she does this, she will go kipping off 
all proud of herself. Thank you for saving 
our little Sitka. We have had her for three 
years now and have enjoyed every minute.

-Jim & Naomi Pautz

Two years ago today and two weeks after 
the last of our 6 cats passed away, we 
fostered this beautiful girl, Cricket (yes, 
she chirps!), through Purrfect Pals. At the 
time she was completely stressed after her 

home of 7+ years got a dog and then gave 
her up. She had licked off all her belly and 
arm fur and was on antidepressants. We 
gave her a safe place and with lots of love 
and patience, and she started coming out 
of her depression.

While she tried out a new adoptive home 
elsewhere, she decided that she wasn’t 
happy there, as cats are wont to do. So she 
ended up back at our foster home where 
she eventually chose to live permanently. 
(Once a cat has made up her mind, there’s 
no convincing her otherwise!) We formally 
adopted her and, two years later, are still 
so happy that she chose us as her forever 

Solstice (now Salty), whom I adopted in 
2012 is healthy and doing very well. She 
can be somewhat of a terror to the other 
cats, but is always an angel around me. 
Merry Christmas!

-Randall Vasek

Allegro and Adajio, now Roxy and Velma 
were adopted a year ago. They love their 
forever home and are what their human 
parents call “spoiled to perfection”. They 
wanted to thank everyone at Purrfect Pals 
for a great start at life and wish you all a 
happy new year. 

–Mindy Werder

Sitka

home.

Cricket is now about 
ten years old and we 
encourage anyone 
who is thinking of 
adopting to consider 
an older cat. Kittens are 
cute (we’ve fostered 
quite a few over the 
past twenty years), but 
older cats have style 
and grace and still love 
to play!

-Carol Vecchio
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Purrfect Endings

I first saw Shounen (then Solomon) at 
the Mill Creek Festival. It was a hot July 
day in 2008 and he was in the back of the 
Purrfect Pals booth, buried under a blanket 
with his brother was asleep on top of him. 
I couldn’t see him at all - except for a little 
gray nose and a little gray foot.  He and his 
brother were a little older than the other 
kittens available for adoption.  I was told 
by the volunteer that their mama was feral 
and had been hit by a car. Some wonderful 
people knew she had a litter of kittens 
somewhere, so they searched until they 
found them - under a house that had been 
rented by a pastor.  Those kittens became 
known as the ‘Bible Group’ - hence the 
name Solomon (his brother’s name was 
Moses). 

I asked to hold him and when he looked 
at me with those big yellow/green eyes 
I fell totally in love. And when I saw that 
he had a shortened tail (some kind of 
genetic thing) I loved him even more! He 
didn’t purr or give me any outward sign 
that he liked me - he just sat quietly in my 
arms and blinked up at me rather sleepily. 
Because he was older, and had been feral 
for the first few weeks of his life, his foster 
mom wanted to make sure he went to a 
home that could handle a cat that was 
shy. Luckily for me, the cat I grew up with 
started life as a feral tomcat.  I knew exactly 
how to integrate a shy kitty into my home. 

I met him on Saturday and took him home 
on Sunday. He lived in my bathroom, and 
by Thursday he was running to see me 
when I opened the bathroom door. After 
having him for only a week, he was out 

night cuddled against my side.

I’ve moved three times, been in and out 
of relationships, and he has been my 
constant throughout all of my life changes.  
To be honest, I was kind of nervous about 
adopting him. I’d never owned a pet on 
my own before. But now that I have him, 
I can’t imagine my life without him.  He is 
my Shounen - my baby boy.  And I love 
him.  :-)

-Leigh Guptill

I missed doing this last year but I wanted 
to send an adoption anniversary update 
to you about Norton. My husband and 
I adopted Norton 3 years ago yesterday 
from Lynnwood Petsmart. He is still 
stealing our hearts like he did the day we 
met him and brought him to his forever 
home. We did have a very big scare about 
a year and a half ago when he developed a 
partial urinary blockage but we caught it in 
time and despite an overnight stay at the 
emergency vet clinic (and sleepless night 
in our house full of tears) we got him on 
a better diet and found a fountain that he 
now loves to drink from and he has been 
perfectly happy and healthy since! He even 
survived our move to a new apartment 
and made himself right at home instantly. 
He still loves belly rubs, playing fetch 
and believe it or not his absolute favorite 
toy is this small blue felt mouse that he 
brought with him from you guys! Thank 
you again for all that you do and thank 
you for bringing this beautiful wonderful 
sweet big guy into our lives. We absolutely 
cannot imagine life without him. Cheers!

-Liz and Ian

bald patch on his lower abdomen. His fur 
changed from a beautiful pewter gray to 
a rusty brown color. Bald patches began 
appearing all over him - from his neck 
and shoulders to the base of his tail. I kept 
taking him to the vet and no one could tell 
me what was going on.  I was terrified.  I 
knew he was sick, but I didn’t know what 
was wrong.  Finally, I found a cat specialist 
and she was able to diagnose him with 
Cushing’s Disease. My heart broke. I knew 
Cushing’s Disease in cats is rare, and I knew 
it was not easily treatable.  Someone must 
have been looking out for us though, 
because the disease had not progressed 
too far, and we were able to schedule 
surgery to remove the tumor that was 
causing his Cushing’s Disease. After a 
successful surgery and a year of meds, he’s 
made a full recovery. 

Next month, Shounen will be 11 years old, 
and you’d never know he’s a ‘senior’ cat and 
survived a potentially devastating disease.  

ShounenShounen

of the bathroom and taking 
up 3/4 of my pillow at night.  
I wasn’t sure what to name 
him. I kept calling him Baby 
Boy, Silly Boy, Funny Boy...
every nickname ended in 
‘boy’. So I ended up naming 
him Shounen (pronounced 
‘SHOW-nen’) which is 
Japanese for ‘young boy’.

Life was cruising along 
pretty well for the two of us 
until about two years ago. 
He started looking a little...
strange. He developed a 

Norton

Adopting him has been, 
hands down, one of the best 
decisions I’ve ever made. As 
soon as I walk in my door he is 
at my feet saying hello.  When 
he hears you opening a can 
of tuna, his little tail stands 
straight up and shakes like 
a maraca.  Catnip filled toys 
are his favorite, and he is the 
master of stalking and ‘killing’ 
all kinds of fake mice. He sits 
on his cat tree with his front 
legs hanging over the sides 
like he’s Superman. When I go 
to bed, he always starts the 



it also frees up valuable space 
in our facility which allows us 
to rescue more special cats in 
need of second chances.

As you can imagine, caring for 
all of these cats, in addition 
to those in our sanctuary, 
adoption centers and 
other foster homes, is not 
inexpensive. In 2019, Purrfect 
Pals will spend nearly $120,000 
to care for the cats in the 
Furever Home program. We 
can’t do it alone, however. 
We rely on the support of our 
donors to make the Furever 
Home program possible and 
donations have been down so 
far this year. 

You can help us ensure that 
this wonderful program will 
live on for many years to come 
by giving a gift to Purrfect Pals 
today. You can donate with 
just a few clicks at purrfectpals.
org or use the enclosed 
envelope to mail your gift. 
Better yet, come visit the cats 
at our sanctuary and drop off 
your gift in person!

$50  (can provide KMR milk replacement formula for a litter of kittens)

$100  (can provide for six months of care for a typical sanctuary kitty)

$250  (can provide a dental cleaning and extractions  for an older cat)

$500  (can help us spay/neuter two litters of kittens and their moms)

Other Amount:  $

Here is my tax-deductible charitable gift of:

Yes! I Want to Help Purrfect Pals End Cat Homelessness!

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

E-Mail

        My Check is Enclosed                      Charge My Credit Card:

Credit Card #

Exp. Date:                                  Billing Zip Code:

Please clip this form and use the enclosed envelope to mail your gift to:

Purrfect Pals, 230 McRae Road NE, Arlington, WA  98223
Prefer to donate online?  Please visit www.purrfectpals.org/give
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fan of other kitties but loves the company 
of people. Recently, a kind lady came to 
meet Ginger at our sanctuary and was 
very interested in adopting her. Ginger 
wasn’t feeling great or eating as much 
as we would like, though, so we weren’t 
ready to send her home. For two weeks, 
Ginger’s new friend, Karen, came back 
to visit with her every day. Karen often 
brought her knitting with her and Ginger 
loved helping her, typically supervising 
from the comfort of her lap. 

Sadly, Ginger has been diagnosed with 
late stage kidney disease and we don’t 
know how much time she has left. This 
didn’t deter this wonderful lady, though. 
Karen and her husband officially became 
Ginger’s Furever Home foster parents are 
committed to providing her with a loving 
home and, when the time comes, hospice 
care. We’re thrilled that Ginger will spend 
her retirement with this wonderful couple 
and incredibly grateful that they joined 
our Purrfect Pals family!

Each year, the Furever Home program 
allows us to provide alternative placement 
for hundreds of medically fragile cats who 
might otherwise end up living out their 
lives in the Purrfect Pals Sanctuary. While 
improving the quality of life for these cats, 

(...FUREVER HOME PROGRAM, continued from page 5)

Ginger and Karen



230 McRae Road NE
Arlington, WA 98223

On Saturday, March 23rd, we will welcoming 
Spring with a fun and casual Open House for 
our friends. Between 11am and 4pm, we will 
have sweet treats and beverages for you to 
enjoy and there will be plenty of Purrfect Pals 
cats, employees and volunteers to mingle with!

We also encourage you to bring a gift for 
the many foster kittens who will be arriving 
at Purrfect Pals in the Spring and Summer 
months.

Visit purrfectpals.org/amazon today to check 
out our Kitten Supply Wish List!

Please Join us for our Spring Sanctuary 
Open House and Kitten Shower!


